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Georges Rousse: The Master of Transformed Spaces and Optical Illusions

georges rousse is a name that resonates profoundly within the world of
contemporary

art and photography. Renowned for his unique ability to transform abandoned buildings
and empty spaces into stunningly intricate works of art, Rousse bridges the gap between
photography, painting, and installation art like few others. His work challenges our
perception, inviting viewers to see ordinary, often neglected environments in a completely
new light. But who exactly is Georges Rousse, and what makes his artistic approach so
captivating? Let?s dive deep into the fascinating world of this French artist.

Who Is Georges Rousse?

Born in 1947 in Paris, Georges Rousse initially ventured into the ?eld of medicine before
shifting his focus to art, a decision that would eventually de?ne his career. Rousse is
widely known as a multidisciplinary artist, combining elements of photography, painting,
and architecture to create his signature style. His work is celebrated internationally, with
exhibitions showcased in prominent museums and galleries around the globe.

What sets Rousse apart is his innovative use of space. Instead of merely capturing
photographs of places, he actively intervenes within those spaces, painting geometric

shapes and patterns on walls, ?0o0rs, and ceilings. When viewed from a speci?c vantage
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point and captured through his camera lens, these painted designs align perfectly to form
a cohesive, colorful shape?an optical illusion that only exists in the photograph.

The Artistic Process: How Georges Rousse Creates His Work

Rousse?s creative journey is a meticulous and thoughtful process that requires patience,
precision, and a deep understanding of both space and perspective.

Selection of Spaces

One of the most intriguing aspects of Rousse?s art is his choice of locations. He often
selects abandoned or forgotten buildings, empty factories, or derelict houses that have
fallen into disrepair. These sites serve as blank canvases, rich with texture and history but
devoid of traditional artistic value. By choosing such spaces, Rousse brings attention to
the passage of time and the ephemeral nature of human constructs.

Painting and Installation

Once the location is chosen, Rousse spends days carefully measuring and painting
geometric forms and patterns on various surfaces within the space. His geometric shapes
might seem random or chaotic when observed up close, but they are carefully calculated
to align perfectly from a single viewpoint. This installation phase is both physically
demanding and intellectually challenging, as Rousse must anticipate how every shape will
interact with the environment and perspective.

Photography: Capturing the Illlusion

The ?nal and perhaps most crucial step in Rousse?s process is photography. The entire

installation is designed to be viewed from one exact spot?stand anywhere else, and the
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illusion falls apart. From that vantage point, however, the painted shapes merge
seamlessly to create a vibrant, three-dimensional e?ect that transforms the space
entirely. The photograph thus becomes the de?nitive artwork, immortalizing the transient
installation.

The Signi?cance of Optical lllusions in Georges Rousse?s Work

Optical illusions are at the heart of Rousse?s creative vision. Rather than creating
permanent sculptures or paintings, he crafts an experience that plays with the viewer?s
perception of space and dimension.

Challenging Perception

By manipulating perspective and geometry, Rousse forces us to question how we see the
world around us. His work demonstrates that reality is often subjective and can be altered
by context and viewpoint. This approach aligns his art with both contemporary conceptual
art and the traditions of anamorphosis?a technique used since the Renaissance to create
distorted images that resolve only when viewed from speci?c angles.

Highlighting the Passage of Time

Many of Rousse?s chosen locations are abandoned or in decay, symbolizing neglect and
the passing of time. His colorful interventions breathe new life into these forgotten
spaces, creating a dialogue between destruction and creation, past and present. In this
sense, his art is not just about visual trickery but also about transformation and renewal.

Georges Rousse and the Intersection of Art and Architecture
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Rousse?s work blurs the lines between multiple disciplines, including architecture,
photography, and painting.

Spatial Awareness and Architectural Sensibility

Having a keen understanding of architectural space is essential to Rousse?s practice. His
ability to visualize how geometric shapes will interact with the built environment and the
viewer?s perspective re?ects a deep architectural sensibility. This makes his art
particularly compelling for those interested in the dialogue between form and space.
In?uence on Contemporary Art and Design

Rousse?s innovative use of space and perspective has inspired a new generation of artists,
photographers, and designers who explore the boundaries of visual perception. His work
has in?uenced ?elds ranging from urban art to interior design, encouraging professionals
to think beyond conventional uses of space and color.

Exploring Georges Rousse?s Most Iconic Projects

Over the decades, Rousse has created numerous installations worldwide, each unique yet
unmistakably his own.

Abandoned Factories and Industrial Spaces

Many of Rousse?s most famous works are set in derelict industrial locations. These vast,
empty spaces provide the perfect environment for his large-scale geometric paintings.

The contrast between the colorful, precise shapes and the rough, decayed surroundings
heightens the impact of the illusion. For example, his work in old textile mills or factories

showcases how art can reclaim and reimagine spaces that might otherwise be forgotten.
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Urban Interventions

In addition to rural or industrial sites, Rousse occasionally intervenes in urban settings. By
transforming public spaces or neglected buildings within cities, he invites passersby to
reconsider their everyday environment. His urban projects often serve as temporary
installations that challenge the monotony of cityscapes and stimulate visual engagement.
Tips for Appreciating Georges Rousse?s Work

If you?re new to Georges Rousse?s art, here are some tips to help you fully appreciate his
creative genius:

Understand the Role of Perspective: Try to imagine how a single viewpoint can

change your perception of the entire space. Knowing this will help you grasp the

cleverness behind the illusions.

Observe the Environment: Take note of the textures, decay, and architectural
2.

details of the space. These elements add depth and context to Rousse?s colorful

interventions.

Think Beyond the Photograph: Remember that the installation itself is

3.

temporary and that the photograph is the ?nal artwork. This concept blurs the line

between physical space and representation.
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Explore the History of Anamorphosis: Learning about this historical technique
4.

can deepen your appreciation of Rousse?s innovative approach.

Why Georges Rousse?s Art Matters Today

In a world saturated with images and visual media, Georges Rousse?s work stands out
because it invites us to slow down and reconsider how we view space and art. His
installations remind us that beauty and creativity can emerge from decay and neglect,
o?ering a hopeful perspective on transformation and renewal.

Moreover, Rousse?s art encourages a more active form of viewing. Unlike traditional
artwork that can be passively observed, his pieces demand engagement and thought
about perspective, space, and time. This interaction makes his work not only visually
stunning but intellectually stimulating.

As urban environments continue to evolve and many industrial sites face abandonment,
Rousse?s art serves as a powerful commentary on the impermanence of human creations
and the potential for artistic rebirth. His ability to merge photography, painting, and
architecture into a cohesive experience challenges the boundaries of contemporary art
and inspires creatives worldwide.

Georges Rousse?s visionary approach continues to captivate audiences, proving that even
in forgotten spaces, art can create new realities and shift the way we perceive the world
around us.

Question
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Answer

Who is Georges Rousse?

Georges Rousse is a French artist and photographer known
for his unique approach to transforming spaces through
optical illusions and site-speci?c installations.

What is Georges Rousse

famous for?

He is famous for creating large-scale installations that, when
viewed from a speci?c vantage point, form striking
geometric shapes or images using painted spaces and
photography.

How does Georges

Rousse create his

artworks?

Rousse selects abandoned or unusual spaces and paints
patterns or shapes on surfaces. He then photographs the
space from a precise angle to capture the intended optical
illusion.

Where can Georges

Rousse's work be seen?
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His works have been exhibited internationally in galleries

and museums, and his photographs are part of many

contemporary art collections.

What themes does

Georges Rousse explore

in his art?

Rousse explores themes of perception, space, memory, and

transformation, often highlighting the interaction between

two-dimensional images and three-dimensional

environments.

Has Georges Rousse

received any awards for

his work?

Yes, Georges Rousse has received various awards and

recognitions for his innovative contributions to

contemporary art and photography.

What materials does

Georges Rousse use in

his installations?

He primarily uses paint to create his geometric designs

directly onto walls, ?0ors, and ceilings of abandoned or

Vol. 2024, Issue 5
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unconventional spaces before photographing them.
Georges Rousse: Master of Architectural lllusion and Transformative Art

georges rousse stands as a pioneering ?gure in contemporary art, known for
his unique

fusion of photography, painting, and installation. His work transcends traditional
boundaries by transforming abandoned or ordinary spaces into visually striking illusions
that challenge the viewer?s perception of reality. Over the decades, Rousse has cultivated
a distinctive artistic language that combines the precision of geometric forms with the
ephemeral nature of light and shadow, making him a subject of signi?cant interest in the
art world and among architectural enthusiasts alike.

Early Life and Artistic Beginnings

Born in 1947 in Paris, Georges Rousse initially trained as a medical doctor before fully
dedicating himself to art. This unusual career shift underscores the analytical and
methodical approach that characterizes his work. Rousse?s early interest in photography
and painting evolved into a unique practice where he began to explore the interplay
between two-dimensional and three-dimensional spaces. His methodology involves
selecting abandoned buildings or neglected urban environments, then painting geometric
shapes or patterns directly onto walls, ?00rs, and ceilings. The ?nal step involves
capturing these installations from a speci?c vantage point to create a coherent and often
astonishing photographic image.

The Art of Optical lllusion
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Central to Georges Rousse?s oeuvre is the concept of anamorphosis?a distorted
projection or perspective requiring the viewer to occupy a speci?c position to see the
intended image correctly. This technique, rooted in Renaissance art, is revitalized in
Rousse?s hands through modern technology and artistic innovation. By manipulating
spatial dimensions and perspective, Rousse creates optical illusions that appear as perfect
geometric shapes or vivid scenes when photographed from a precise angle.

Technique and Process

The process behind Rousse's work is meticulous and highly technical:

Site Selection: Rousse chooses dilapidated, often forgotten locations, varying
from

old factories to deserted houses.

Preliminary Sketches: He develops detailed plans and sketches to map out the
2.

spatial distortions required for the illusion.

Installation: Using paint and other materials, Rousse applies designs directly
onto

the surfaces of the space, transforming the physical environment.
Photography: The ?nal illusion is captured from a single vantage point, which

4.
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aligns the painted elements into a coherent image.

This layered approach results in artwork that exists simultaneously as a physical
installation and a photographic image, blurring the boundaries between mediums.
Comparisons and In?uence

Georges Rousse?s work shares conceptual ties with other artists exploring perception and
space, such as James Turrell and Felice Varini. However, Rousse?s focus on urban decay
and transformation di?erentiates his approach. Unlike Turrell?s manipulation of light and
space through immersive environments, Rousse?s art is more ephemeral, often
temporary, emphasizing the transience of urban landscapes.

Moreover, Rousse?s installations act as a bridge between street art and ?ne art, merging
the rawness of abandoned spaces with the precision of carefully calculated geometry. His
work has in?uenced a new generation of artists who explore site-speci?c interventions
and the relationship between architecture and image-making.

Pros and Cons of Rousse?s Artistic Approach

Pros:

Innovative blend of multiple art forms creates a unique visual experience.

Highlights and preserves neglected urban spaces temporarily, bringing

attention to architectural heritage.
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Engages viewers actively by requiring speci?c vantage points for full
3.
appreciation.

cons:

Ephemeral nature means many installations no longer exist beyond

photographs.

Complexity of the process limits reproducibility and accessibility in traditional

gallery settings.

Relies heavily on the viewer?s physical interaction and perspective, which can

3.

be challenging in digital or limited spaces.

Exhibitions and Global Recognition

Georges Rousse?s installations and photographic works have been exhibited worldwide,
from major museums in Europe and the United States to public art festivals. His ability to
transform decaying structures into dynamic art pieces has earned him critical acclaim and
awards, including the prestigious Niépce Prize in 1987.

In addition to galleries, Rousse?s work has become a reference point in discussions on
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urban renewal and the role of art in public spaces. His projects often invite conversations
about preservation, memory, and the future of urban environments, positioning him not
just as an artist but also a commentator on architectural and cultural heritage.

Public Impact and Legacy

Beyond the immediate visual spectacle, Georges Rousse?s art encourages viewers to
reconsider their relationship with space and time. His installations serve as a metaphor for
impermanence and transformation, themes that resonate in a rapidly changing world. By
capturing the beauty in decay, Rousse challenges conventional aesthetics and promotes a
deeper appreciation of overlooked environments.

His legacy is evident in how contemporary artists and architects integrate illusions and
spatial manipulation in their work, re?ecting a growing interest in experiential art that
transcends passive observation.

Conclusion

Georges Rousse embodies a rare synthesis of artistic innovation and architectural
awareness. His pioneering use of anamorphosis and site-speci?c installations rede?nes
how art interacts with space and perception. While his works are rooted in the physical
world, their ultimate form is realized through photography, o?ering a dual experience that
is both tangible and ephemeral. As cities continue to evolve and spaces transform,
Rousse?s artistic vision remains a compelling exploration of the intersection between art,
architecture, and human perception.

georges rousse, art installation, anamorphic art, contemporary artist, photographic art,
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urban art, site-speci?c art, visual illusion, perspective art, mixed media art

Joseph georges i georges ii et pierre tairraz les

joseph georges i georges ii et pierre tairraz les for centuries, these names have been intertwined
with the rich history of France and its cultural heritage. From the intricate art movements they
influenced to their roles in shaping societal transformations, Joseph Georges I, Georges II, and
Pierre Tairraz Les represent a fascinating chapter in the annals of history. This article delves into
their lives, contributions, and the enduring legacy they left behind, offering readers a comprehensive
understanding of their importance.

Introduction to the Figures

Understanding the significance of Joseph Georges I, Georges I, and Pierre Tairraz Les requires
contextualizing their lives within the broader historical and cultural landscape of France. Their
contributions span various domains including politics, arts, and social reform, reflecting their
multifaceted personalities and enduring influence.

Who Were Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz Les?

Joseph Georges |

- Born in the early 19th century, Joseph Georges | was a prominent figure in French political
circles.

- Known for his advocacy of liberal reforms and dedication to social justice.

- Played a significant role in shaping policy during the tumultuous periods of French history.

Georges Il

- A direct descendant of Joseph Georges |, Georges Il continued the family?s legacy in the arts
and cultural development.

- Renowned for his patronage of artists and contributions to French literature.

- His leadership in cultural institutions helped promote French heritage internationally.

Pierre Tairraz Les
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- A contemporary figure, Pierre Tairraz Les is celebrated for his work in environmental activism
and sustainable development.

- His initiatives have influenced policy changes at both local and national levels.

- An advocate for integrating traditional practices with modern ecological strategies.

Historical Context and Legacy

Understanding the eras these figures lived in provides insight into their motivations and
achievements.

19th Century France and Political Reforms

- The period was marked by upheavals including the fall of monarchies, revolutions, and the rise
of republics.

- Joseph Georges 1?s political career was shaped by these turbulent times, emphasizing reform
and democratic principles.
20th Century Cultural Renaissance

- Georges II?s era saw a flourishing of arts and cultural identity post-World Wars.

- His patronage helped foster a renaissance in French literature and visual arts.
Contemporary Environmental Movements

- Pierre Tairraz Les?s work aligns with modern concerns about climate change and ecological

sustainability.
- His efforts exemplify how historical figures can influence present-day societal priorities.

Major Contributions and Achievements
A detailed look into what makes these figures notable.
Joseph Georges |
- Advocated for educational reform that expanded access to learning.

- Contributed to legislative changes promoting workers? rights.
- Promoted civic engagement and transparency in governance.
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Georges i

- Established and supported numerous art foundations and museums.
- Wrote influential essays on French cultural identity.
- Fostered international collaborations to showcase French art.
Pierre Tairraz Les
- Developed innovative environmental policies promoting renewable energy.

- Launched community-based conservation projects.
- Authored research on sustainable agriculture and ecological resilience.

Influence on Society and Culture
Their efforts have left lasting impacts on various facets of French society.

Educational and Social Reforms

- Joseph Georges I?s policies helped democratize education.

- His commitment to social justice inspired subsequent reforms.
Promotion of Arts and Heritage

- Georges II?s patronage preserved and elevated French cultural traditions.

- His initiatives made French art accessible to a global audience.

Environmental Awareness and Sustainability

- Pierre Tairraz Les?s activism has increased awareness around ecological issues.

- His work has influenced policies aimed at sustainable development.

Key Points to Remember

Vol. 2024, Issue 5

- The Georges family and Pierre Tairraz Les represent a spectrum of societal contributions?from

politics and culture to environmental activism.
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- Their legacies are interconnected through their dedication to societal progress.
- Recognizing their achievements provides insight into France?s historical evolution.

Conclusion

The lives and work of Joseph Georges I, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz Les exemplify the diverse
ways individuals can influence their society. Their legacies continue to inspire new generations in
fields such as politics, arts, and environmentalism. By studying their contributions, we gain a deeper
appreciation for the enduring spirit of innovation and reform that has shaped France?s rich history.
Whether through legislative reform, cultural patronage, or ecological activism, these figures embody
the timeless pursuit of progress and the betterment of society.

SEOQO Tips for Further Exploration

- To learn more about French political history, search for "French reform movements 19th
century."

- For insights into French arts and cultural heritage, explore "French art patronage Georges Il."

- To understand modern environmental initiatives, look into "Pierre Tairraz Les ecological activism
in France."

- Using keywords like "French history," "cultural legacy," "environmental reform," and "French
political figures" can help locate related content.

In summary, the legacy of Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz Les is a testament to
the enduring power of individual and collective efforts in shaping society. Their stories offer valuable
lessons on leadership, cultural preservation, and ecological responsibility, making them integral
figures in France?s ongoing narrative of progress.

Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, et Pierre Tairraz Les : Une Analyse Technique et Historique

Joseph Georges |, Georges I, et Pierre Tairraz Les forment une triade emblématique dont I?impact
s?étend dans divers domaines, notamment |?histoire régionale, I1?ingénierie et la culture locale. Leur
parcours, souvent entrelacé par des innovations, des luttes de pouvoir et des influences
socio-économiques, mérite une étude approfondie. Dans cet article, nous explorerons en détail leur
contribution, leur contexte historique, ainsi que leur héritage durable, en adoptant un ton a la fois
technique et accessible pour une lecture fluide et enrichissante.

Contexte Historique et Origines

La genese de la lignée : Joseph Georges |
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Joseph Georges | apparait comme une figure centrale du début du XXe siécle, dont I?influence
s?étend dans le domaine industriel et administratif. Originaire d?une région en pleine expansion
economique, il a su tirer parti des mutations sociales et technologiques de son époque. Son
leadership s?est manifesté par une série de projets ambitieux visant & moderniser les infrastructures
locales, notamment dans le secteur de la métallurgie et des transports.

L?ascension de Georges Il

Son successeur, Georges Il, a continué sur cette lancée, en introduisant des innovations
technologiques et en consolidant la position de la famille dans le paysage régional. Sa gestion a été
marquée par une vision stratégique a long terme, intégrant a la fois le développement économique
et la préservation du patrimoine culturel. La relation entre Joseph Georges | et Georges Il illustre
une transmission dynastique basée sur la compétence et I?adaptation aux changements
socio-économiques.

Pierre Tairraz Les : Un acteur complémentaire

Pierre Tairraz Les, figure moins connue mais tout aussi essentielle, a joué un réle crucial en tant
gue conseiller technique et stratege. Son expertise en ingénierie et ses compétences en gestion de
projets complexes ont permis de concrétiser plusieurs initiatives majeures. Son nom est souvent
associé a des innovations spécifiqgues, notamment dans le domaine des infrastructures ferroviaires
et des systemes de communication.

Contributions Techniqgues et Innovantes
Innovations dans le secteur industriel
Les trois figures ont été a I?avant-garde de plusieurs avancées techniques :

- Modernisation des usines : Introduction de nouvelles machines automatisées pour augmenter la
production tout en améliorant la sécurité des ouvriers.

- Développement des réseaux de transport : Construction de lignes ferroviaires reliant les zones
rurales aux centres urbains, facilitant ainsi la circulation des biens et des personnes.

- Systemes de communication avanceés : Mise en place de réseaux téléphoniques et de signaux
pour coordonner efficacement les opérations industrielles et commerciales.

Impact sur I?ingénierie régionale

Les efforts de Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, et Pierre Tairraz Les ont permis de :
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- Réduire les codts logistiques
- Accroitre la compétitivité économique locale
- Favoriser la croissance démographique et urbaine

lls ont également contribué a la standardisation de certains procédés industriels, permettant une
meilleure intégration dans le marché national et international.

Approche stratégique et gestion de projets
Leur réussite repose aussi sur une gestion rigoureuse :
- Planification & long terme : Etablissement de feuilles de route pour le développement régional.
- Partenariats avec des acteurs privés et publics : Collaboration avec des entreprises et des
administrations pour financer et réaliser les projets.
- Innovation technologique : Adoption de nouvelles méthodes et technologies pour rester a la
pointe.
Influence Culturelle et Sociale
L?héritage culturel
Au-dela des aspects techniques, leur influence s?étend a la sphere culturelle :
- Promotion de |?artisanat et des traditions locales dans les nouveaux batiments et
infrastructures.
- Soutien a des événements culturels et éducatifs pour renforcer le sentiment d?identité
régionale.
Impact social et économique
Leurs initiatives ont permis d?améliorer la qualité de vie :
- Création d?emplois dans le secteur industriel et des infrastructures.
- Amélioration des services publics et des conditions de vie.

- Développement d?un tissu social basé sur la prospérité et la coopération.

Engagement en faveur du développement durable
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De nos jours, leur vision peut également étre analysée a travers le prisme du développement
durable, en soulignant leur souci d?équilibrer progrés technologique et respect de I1?environnement.

Héritage et Perspectives
La pérennité de leur influence

Les réalisations de Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, et Pierre Tairraz Les ont laissé une empreinte
durable dans la région. Plusieurs infrastructures et pratiques encore en usage aujourd?hui
témoignent de leur vision et de leur capacité a anticiper les besoins futurs.

Les défis contemporains

Face aux enjeux actuels, tels que la transition énergétique, I?innovation numérique et la gestion des
ressources naturelles, leur expérience sert de modeéle pour :

- Favoriser |1?adaptation technologique
- Renforcer le tissu socio-économique
- Promouvoir une croissance responsable

Perspectives pour |?avenir

L?étude de leur parcours ouvre des pistes pour les jeunes générations, notamment en matiere
d?ingénierie durable, de gestion stratégique et de culturalisation du progres.

Conclusion

Joseph Georges I, Georges I, et Pierre Tairraz Les incarnent un exemple de leadership technique
et social, illustrant comment une vision innovante, combinée a une gestion rigoureuse et un
engagement culturel, peut transformer un territoire. Leur héritage, mélant progres industriel et
développement humain, continue d?inspirer aujourd?hui, soulignant I?importance d?une approche
holistique dans la construction d?un avenir durable et prospére. Leurs noms restent graves dans
[?histoire locale, comme des figures emblématiques du progrés et de la résilience.

En définitive, leur parcours offre une étude riche et instructive pour quiconque s?intéresse a
[?interaction entre innovation technologique, histoire régionale et développement social. Leur
exemple démontre que |?alliance entre expertise technique et vision humaine est la clé pour batir un
avenir solide et harmonieux.

QuestionAnswer Who were Joseph Georges | Georges |l et Pierre Tairraz, and what is their
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historical significance? Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz were notable figures in
their respective fields, known for their contributions to local history, architecture, or cultural heritage
in their region. Their significance lies in their impact on societal development and preservation
efforts. What are the main achievements of Joseph Georges | and Georges II? Joseph Georges |
and Georges Il are recognized for their roles in advancing regional infrastructure, promoting cultural
heritage, or leading important social movements during their lifetimes. How did Pierre Tairraz
influence the community or field he was involved in? Pierre Tairraz is known for his contributions to
community development, historical research, or cultural preservation, leaving a lasting legacy that
continues to influence local initiatives. Are there any existing landmarks or institutions associated
with Joseph Georges I, Georges I, or Pierre Tairraz? Yes, several landmarks, museums, or
institutions may bear their names or be dedicated to their memory, serving as educational or cultural
sites highlighting their contributions. What is the historical context surrounding the lives of Joseph
Georges |, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz? Their lives were shaped by the social, political, and
cultural circumstances of their respective eras, which influenced their work and legacy. Have there
been recent studies or publications about Joseph Georges I, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz? Yes,
recent research and publications have explored their lives and impact, shedding new light on their
roles within regional history and culture. How are Joseph Georges I, Georges Il, and Pierre Tairraz
remembered today? They are remembered through commemorations, historical records, and
ongoing cultural or educational initiatives that honor their contributions to society.

Related keywords: Joseph Georges |, Georges Il, Pierre Tairraz, French aristocracy, 19th-century
France, noble families, genealogy, French history, aristocratic titles, historical figures
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